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YOUTH SQUAD DISPLAY TALENT AND INNOVATION

The Edisto Health Coalition’s Youth Squad initiative has had a great second full year, but we have much
more work to do. Our lofty goal continues to be at least two representatives from each of our area high schools
serving on the youth community sector of our coalition. While we would like school referrals, community
referrals are also welcome. So yes, we are recruiting for the 2018/2019 school year. Here are some altruistic
reasons that youth should serve:
*Want to make a better, safer community
*Want to learn about the dangers of alcohol and
other drugs
*Want to prevent the loss of their peers to

alcohol or other drugs
*Want to encourage youth from our area to be
successful in life
*Want to be a positive influence in their school
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While these reasons are noble and represent a good cause, what can the Youth Squad do for the individual
student? It can:
planning
*Provide community service hours
*Give experience in working in a healthcare
*Improve their resume and college appeal
related field
*Introduce them to new people their age both
*Provide new experiences through field trips
locally and nationally
*Provide leadership training at CAROWINDS
*Provide training in leadership and strategic
*Provide a national summer leadership training
So if you know a teen between the ages of 15 and 17 who may be interested, contact Tashena Livingston or
Kandie Goodwin for an application and more information.
Tashena Livingston
Outreach Coordinator
tlivingston@tccada.state.sc.us
803-536-4900, ext. 169

Kandie Goodwin, CSPP, ICPS
Prevention Director
kgoodwin@tccada.state.sc.us
803-536-4900, ext. 138

YOUTH SQUAD HEADING TO ORLANDO

Members of our Youth Squad will be heading out next week to sunny Florida to attend the Community AntiDrug Coalitions of America’s (CADCA) Youth Leadership camp. It is evident that there are issues we face in
our communities and there has never been a time like the present for youth to rise to leadership roles in their
coalitions. CADCA's Youth Leadership training courses develop critical thinking skills in youth and equip them
with necessary tools to help our coalition achieve community-level change. CADCA’s training empowers
young people to take youth-led civic action in their communities. Coalitions across the country are sending their
youth through the rigors of these courses to help them work together more effectively.
Our youth will be participating in the Key Essentials courses. These courses equip participants with the
foundational tools needed to take the first steps in solving their communities’ problems around drugs, underage
drinking, prescription drugs and other social ills using the Strategic Prevention Framework.
KEY ESSENTIALS OBJECTIVES




Become more engaged Youth Leaders
Learn and apply the Strategic Prevention
Framework process
Learn and apply components of a
Community Assessment





Conduct a Problem Analysis
Learn the 7 Behavioral Change Strategies
for a Comprehensive Intervention
Develop an Action Plan for the next steps
for a "Youth- In-Action" Project

But it’s not all work and no play for them in sunny Florida. While there, our youth and their adult
chaperones will be boutique bowling and driving some really cool race carts at the Andretti Indoor Karting and
Indoor Games facility in Orlando. They are also hoping to fit in a short trip to the beach if time allows.
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Representing the Edisto Health Coalition this year are:
 Tashena Livingston, Tri-County Commission on Alcohol & Drug Abuse
 Craig Davis, Orangeburg County Sheriff’s Department
 Tashayla Fields representing Calhoun County High School
 Ta’Mya Baxter representing the High School for Health Professions
 Destiny Stroman representing Edisto High School
 Patryce Mack representing North High School
 Javon Robinson representing the High School for Health Professions
 Rolik Jackson representing St. Matthews K-8
COALITION FOCUS ON KATHY HUNT
Since coming on board as a coalition member representing Bamberg
County, she has been instrumental in getting coalition initiatives in place
with Bamberg-Ehrhardt High School. Thanks to her efforts, BE is
represented on the Youth Squad, has completed the 2018 Communities That
Care (CTC) survey and got to experience the awesome ThinkFast multimedia education game. When we needed adult chaperones to take a shift
supervising our Youth Squad at the Rose Festival, she did not hesitate to
volunteer. Since Kathy is such an awesome coalition member, let’s take a
minute to learn about her.
Kathy has been a teacher for 12 years, of which 6 years were spent as a
culinary arts teacher. She has spent the last 4 years teaching Consumer
Science at Bamberg-Ehrhardt High School. She became involved with the
Coalition when the school’s guidance department forwarded her the
information about the Coalition with a goal in mind of doing more with the
high school students. Kathy thinks there is a lot of misinformation among teenagers out there and shared a real
life example with the coalition members. She wants to make sure that teens are educated with factual
information so they can make better decisions. Kathy has two small children, a 5 year-old and a 5 month-old.
Oh, by-the-way, Kathy, we’re looking to experience your culinary art. Chocolate cake perhaps?
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NOW THAT I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION!
“You should jump off a roof and kill yourself.”
“You’re pathetic and don’t deserve to be alive.”
“If U don’t kill yourself tonight, I’ll do it for you.”

It’s really so sad to learn that our youth have a new way to self-harm. It’s called Digital Self-Harm. If you
don’t know about digital self-harm, I urge you to become educated about it. You may save a life. Below are
some links describing what it is and unfortunately providing examples. Let us know if we can help.
https://cyberbullying.org/digital-self-harm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/05e9991d-4713-4ad4-b9af-eecd47d7dfd7
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/mental-health/self-harm/the-prevalence-of-digital-self-harm-amongadolescents/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/04/21/604073315/when-teens-cyberbully-themselves
http://www.businessinsider.com/digital-self-harm-becoming-more-popular-among-teenagers-study-finds-201710

If you have youth that you are concerned about, The William J McCord Adolescent Treatment Center
is available to help. The McCord Center is a provider of high quality care to children and adolescents
in Bamberg, Calhoun, and Orangeburg counties. The child/adolescent does not have to be using
substances to receive outpatient treatment services. The McCord staff are also trained to work with
children and adolescents with behavioral issues. Referrals are accepted from anyone involved with
the child/adolescent including, but not limited to, schools, physicians, families and self-referrals.
Individuals ages 9 and older are eligible for outpatient services. If you would like more information
about outpatient services or want to make a referral, please contact Melinda Lamprecht at 534-2328
at Ext. 147 or Brittany Bishop at Ext. 143.
EDISTO HEALTH COALITION
Edisto Health Coalition (EHC) meeting, Wednesday, July 11, 2018 from 1-3 pm at the Common Ground
Café located in the Cornerstone Community Church in Orangeburg, SC.
We are constantly looking for community individuals whose interest and possible resources can enhance our
coalition and our prevention efforts. So if you know of an adult who may be interested in substance abuse
prevention, please give us a call or send us an e-mail. We’ll be happy to send you a coalition brochure and
application. Be sure to visit and like our Facebook page.
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JUUL FOLLOWUP
Some of us have wondered what is so special about Juuls?
One of our adolescent inpatient counselors, Mr. Billy Heckle,
shared an article with us recently that explains why JUULs have
become so popular ahead of other e-cigarettes. In a nut shell,
Juuls provide a nicotine hit that’s much more like smoking a
cigarette than other e-cigs, and it’s not really a secret why. The
company is very proud of its patented JuulSalts approach to
nicotine delivery. Those JuulSalts are compounds called nicotine
salts which make it much easier to inhale. According to the
company, each JuulPod e-liquid cartridge contains as much nicotine as a pack of cigarettes. For the full article,
see https://www.theverge.com/2018/7/3/17529442/juul-vapes-nicotine-electronic-cigarettes-addiction-funding.
COMING SOON TO A POLICE DEPARTMENT NEAR YOU
Most people are aware nowadays about the National
Prescription Drug Take Back program held nationally twice a
year and hosted by some of our local law enforcement. The
idea behind the program is to safely dispose of unwanted
and/or expired prescription medicines and also to prevent
adults from becoming unwitting drug dealers to our youth.
Thanks to a $5,000 grant each for our 3 counties from the
South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse
Services (SCDAODAS), our communities will now have
access to drop boxes most of the year to dispose of their
medications rather than having to wait for the Take Back days.
Drop boxes will be located inside specified law enforcement
facilities. Volunteering to be a permanent site are the Holly Hill
Police Department, North Police Department, Orangeburg
County Sheriff’s Department, St. Matthews Police Department
and the Bamberg Police Department. Many thanks go out to all
of our law enforcement for all their assistance with our
prevention efforts now and throughout the years. For more
information about the drop boxes or the grant, please contact
Mike Dennis, Executive Director, Tony Ackiss, AET/ECHO
Coordinator or Kandie Goodwin, Prevention Director at 803536-4900, ext. 138.
DID YOU KNOW?
It seems like lately in the field of prevention, there is going to be a big push on environmental strategies even
more so than before, especially in the area of changing and strengthening policies. While examining local
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community alcohol and tobacco advertising and marketing, specifically at the point-of-sale, it appeared that our
best opportunity for making a successful policy effort was either going to be around encouraging pharmacies
not to sell tobacco products or to encourage our area’s city and county councils to adopt ordinances that focused
on the amount of outdoor advertising allowed.
After checking out several area pharmacies, most of our local pharmacies are tobacco free and so is CVS
nationally. However, Fred’s, Walgreens and Rite Aid stores continue to sell tobacco products and don’t appear
set for a change any time soon. So since policy changes can’t be made at the top, as a community coalition, we
can start educating at the local level to push demand to take tobacco products out of pharmacies upwards.

The second policy area we are contemplating involves store signage. Because of the First Amendment,
caution must be heeded as we can’t step on anyone’s free speech. Research revealed we could look into
enacting a local content neutral advertising ordinance. Well, we were in for a surprise. It was difficult for us to
assume we had an ordinance in place based on the pictures we took around the area posted below. Orangeburg
County actually has a content neutral sign ordinance in place that allows for only 25% maximum wall coverage.
https://library.municode.com/sc/orangeburg_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXAZO_AR
T5SIRE. While Calhoun and Bamberg counties don’t appear to have sign ordinances, according to a Bamberg
County key informant, Bamberg County has never dealt with any such issues or had regulations, but some
convenience stores have been sued for inadequate security. Industry standards don't allow for signs all over the
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windows. But after looking around, local beauty product, auto part, and check cashing stores along with nail
salons are just as bad as some of the convenience stores.
Put simply, restricting signage is a good business practice for a number of reasons.
1. Safety – As a crook which would you feel more safe robbing? As a police officer which store can you
tell if a crime is taking place? As a customer which would you feel more safe entering? As a cashier
which store would you be more comfortable working in? What would happen if a customer or cashier
was injured or died during a robbery in a store that was covered in signage? Could the store possibly be
held liable and sued for failure to provide a safe environment? As an insurance company which would
you be more likely to discount or provide insurance for?

2. Aesthetic - Promotes the aesthetic and environmental values of the community by providing for
professional quality, well-designed, well-spaced, and well-balanced signage; Preserves and enhances
overall property values and the quality of the built environment in the area by reducing visual blight and
by providing for signs that do not interfere with the appeal of the area as a place to live, work, shop, and
visit; Avoids traffic and/or safety hazards to motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians caused by visual
distractions and obstructions; Safeguards and protects the public health, safety, and general welfare by
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regulating the design, size, location, construction and maintenance of signs, and by promoting signs that
are clear and legible and that have appropriately sized text and graphics; and Encourages creative,
unique, and artistic signs that advance the area’s image as a place of beauty, spaciousness, and high
quality of life.
3. Content-neutral advertising restrictions support several important governmental interests. Some
communities adopt content-neutral restrictions at the point-of-sale for quality of life and aesthetic
reasons, explaining that reductions in signage, especially when paired with enforcement of litter, graffiti,
and related laws, make communities safer, more appealing to residents, and more desirable for
businesses and consumers. Other communities adopt content-neutral restrictions because they support a
concept called ―natural surveillance. Natural surveillance is the idea of increasing visibility in areas
most likely to be the object of crime. For convenience and retail businesses, this means increasing the
visibility of parking lots, entrances and the cash register/safe area. Restricting the space that signage can
take up on window and other store spaces can enable law enforcement and passersby to see potential
criminal activity, making the store less of a target.

TRI-COUNTY UNDERAGE YOUTH ACCESS REMAINS LOW
Throughout the year since the early 90s, our prevention staff have worked with several of our local
law enforcement agencies, schools, business owners and coalition members to reduce underage youth
retail access to alcohol and tobacco products by conducting compliance checks. The employees and
owners of the local convenience stores, gas stations and grocery stores continue to do an amazing job of
keeping these products out of our youth’s hands. Let’s keep up the good work!

% of
Sales

State Tobacco Underage Sales Goal 20% or <

State Alcohol Underage Sales Goal 10% or <
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